Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Brosche, Crescimbeni, Dennis, Carter, Anderson, Ferraro, Morgan, Newby, Hazouri and Bowman: 



RESOLUTION 2018-398
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE UNITED STATES NAVAL FORCES SOUTHERN COMMAND FOURTH FLEET ON THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS REESTABLISHMENT AT NAVAL STATION MAYPORT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the South Atlantic Force (SOLANT), renamed the United States Naval Forces Southern Command (USNAVSO) on February 17, 2000, was previously headquartered at Naval Station Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico. The USNAVSO serves as a main link between the U.S. Navy and the navies of South America, Central America, and the Caribbean, and is at the forefront of U.S. engagement in the Western Hemisphere; and

WHEREAS, on April 24, 2008, Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Admiral Gary Roughead announced the reestablishment of the U.S. Fourth Fleet. He officially reestablished U.S. Fourth Fleet effective May 5, 2008 with a formal ceremony held at Naval Station Mayport on July 12, 2008. The original Fourth Fleet was a major U.S. Navy command in the South Atlantic Ocean during World War II. It was first established on March 15, 1943 to protect the U.S. against raiders, blockade runners and enemy submarines until renamed Task Force 27 on April 15, 1945 then dissolved in the fall of the same year; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command (USNAVSO) and the Fourth Fleet support the United States South Command (USSOUTHCOM) joint and combined full-spectrum military operations by providing principally sea-based forward presence to ensure freedom of maneuver in the maritime domain, to foster and sustain cooperative relationships with international partners, and to fully exploit the sea as maneuver space in order to enhance regional security and promote peace, stability, and prosperity in the Caribbean, Central American, and South American regions. The USNAVSO has five missions: support for peacekeeping, humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, traditional maritime exercises, and counterdrug support operations; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Fourth Fleet employs maritime forces in cooperative maritime security operations in order to maintain access, enhance interoperability, and build enduring partnerships that foster regional security in the USSOUTHCOM Area of Responsibility; and
WHEREAS, the USNAVSO additionally participates in Navy and joint exercises, counter-illicit trafficking operations, port visits, humanitarian missions, disaster relief and protocol events. USNAVSO exercises military command and control of all assigned/allocated ships and units, and serves as the Navy component command to USSOUTHCOM with respect to naval matters in the region; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors the United States Naval Forces Southern Command Fourth Fleet on its 10th Anniversary at the Naval Station Mayport headquarters. The City is privileged to host this important command and extends its best wishes for many years of continued success in fulfilling its missions. 

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Richard Distel, City Council Research
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